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TO OUR FIGHTING MEN IN VIETNAM 

As we approach fhe season of Christmas we want you to know that our 
thoughts and our prayers are with you. 

We want you to be assured that the American people are behind you. 

We ask you to pay no attention to fhe tiny minority who is not backing 
your efforts and your sacrifices. They get a thousand times as much publicity 
as their number warrants — just as the criminal gets his name in the paper 
but thousands of lawabiding citizens do not. 

Americans as a whole — 99 per cent of them, we believe — have you in 
their minds and hearts. And not only at Christmas time, but always. We re¬ 
joice in your victories. We are saddened when we read of our fighting men's 
casualties. We look forward to fhe day when you can return home, victorious. 

Copied from The Houston Tribune 



“MOTHERS OF 
SERVICEMEN” SALUTES 

AMERICA’S VICTORY FORCE and 
Richard Barrett, a Vietnam veteran, who 
is First Officer. This organization pub¬ 
lishes "Battlefront”, America’s Victory 
Force HQ Fighting Journal, which speaks 
out for winning the war in Vietnam. 
Petitions demanding U.S. victory and 
support for our soldiers are being filled 
and will be sent to Congress. Lt. General 
George E. Stratemeyer, USAF, ret. suc¬ 
ceeds Lt. Gen. Pedro del Valle, USMC, 
ret. as Honorary First Officer. We sug¬ 
gest this is a good organization to con¬ 
tact when you return home. AMERICA’S 
VICTORY FORCE, Box 3333, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39207. 

* * * * 

CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL. The Military Division 
of Campus Crusade for Christ was form¬ 
ed and all around the world, in coopera¬ 
tion with the military chaplains, is find¬ 
ing servicemen and servicewcmen re¬ 
sponding to the gospel. For the wives 
and mothers of our military men over¬ 
seas, ’’Fantasia in Red, White, and Blue” 
has been one of the most fruitful minis¬ 
tries of the Military Division. This Mu¬ 
sical Tea Program is being presented 
regularly, hosted by Governors and their 
wives. Musical Teas are also held on 
military bases around the country. Many 
service wives and mothers have come to 
know Christ as a result. CAMPUS CRU¬ 
SADE FOR CHRIST, Arrowhead 

Springs, San Bernardino, Calif. 92403. 

♦ * * * 

OPERATION COOKIE. Each of Ne¬ 
vada County’s 270 servicemen stationed 
around the world gets a package of 
cookies and a personal note each month. 
The Christmas mailing contains a small 
fruit cake, cookies and a prayer book. 

5}^ ^ ^ 


MRS. ADA BISNO who organized a 
gift package operation for servicemen in 
the war theater with four shipments a 
year going to about 1500 men and 500 
women each. MRS. PAT KRAUSE who 
also does a regular radio show in Saigon 
for the armed forces, sees to the pickup 
and distribution of the packages. 

* ❖ * * 

MRS. ALLEN DAVIS who mastermind¬ 
ed an operation to send canned nuts to 
Vietnam. In all, 20,700 8 oz. cans of 
mixed nuts (no peanuts) have been 
mailed since 1966. 

❖ ❖ ^ ❖ 

SUPPORT A G.I. This small group 
from Fullerton, Calif., with the help of 
high school and college students, mailed 
packages to 930 servicemen in Vietnam 
last Christmas. Hats off to Mrs. Riat 
Bak and her group. 



MRS. MAGGIE VAUGHNS who raised 
money for the Christmas trees sent to our 
servicemen in Vietnam by selling second 
hand clothing. 

Jji ❖ 


MESSAGES AND PACKAGES. This 
organization started in Monterey Park, 
California and now spread to a dozen 
other cities, mails packages, books, etc., 
to local servicemen stationed in Vietnam. 


MRS. STANLEY HILDEBRAND, Ar¬ 
cadia’s ’’Cookie Baking Grandma” who 
bakes 10 to 11 dozen cookies for over¬ 
seas shipment every two weeks. She be¬ 
lieves in supporting the servicemen. 


CHRISTMAS TREES 

(Cont. from Page 1) 

Industries who make and give us our 
cookie boxes all year long, "made to 
order” and donated the special boxes we 
needed for the trees. How we appreciate 
this wonderful company! 



A MOUNTAIN OF CANDY 


This year we spent two days packing, 
with women driving from all over South¬ 
ern California to help. Since over 13,000 
ornaments were mailed with the trees, 
we had a group still working on these. 
Plastic bags were filled with the little 
home-made decorations, boxes were as¬ 
sembled and packed, addressed and 
stamped. While all of this was going on, 
a T.V. cameraman from Channel 5, 
KTLA, in Los Angeles, took pictures 
for a news broadcast shown later that 
day and again that night. Lucy Lowery 
came with a photographer and then 
wrote a wonderful article for the Pasa¬ 
dena Star News all about our activities. 

% On the second day, Jchn Marshall, a#‘ 
ireporter for Channel 11, KTTV, came 
I lout and interviewed us. So we were on 
I television again that night. 

I' Our final tally showed that 436 trees 
I were mailed to companies all over South 
I Vietnam, to the Evacuation Hospitals, 
f - the Hospital Ships and to a Rehabilitation 
#* Hospital in Guam. We know the trees 
i arrived because we have already received 
i:tsome wonderful letters. 

We again want to wish you a blessed 
^Christmas and hope all of you will be^'^ 
^ HOME FOR CHRISTMAS next year. 


The University of Southern California’s 
Chapter of VIVA (Victory in Vietnam 
Association). Almost 2000 students par¬ 
ticipated in a giant ”wrap-in” after having 
baked 120,000 cookies which were sent to 
the chaplains in Vietnam to be disrtibuted 
to the G.I.’s. 


PUEBLO CREW RELEASED 

MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN re- 
joice that the members of the PUEBLO 
CREW were released from Communist 
North Korea in time to spend Christmas 
with their families. 
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VETERANS DAY-1968 
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS 
PAID TRIBUTE 

Millions of Americans paid tribute to 
the servicemen who have fought in the 
nation’s wars. 

In San Francisco, New York, Denver 
and other cities, thousands turned out to 
march in, and watch, parades. 

In Spartanburg and Columbia, South 
Carolina, Army Chief of Staff William 
Westmoreland was honored in special 
ceremonies. 

A $175,000 veterans memorial was 
dedicated in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

In Chicago, the American Legion spon¬ 
sored a parade through downtown Chi¬ 
cago to State and Madison streets where 
a memorial service was held. 

New York held two parades — one 
down Fifth Avenue in Manhattan, the 
other down Bay Parkway in Brooklyn. 

Thousands of Southern Californians 
paid tribute to its veterans. 

An estimated 3,000 persons attended 
the traditional Veterans Day "sacred 
torch" ceremony at Forest Lawn Me¬ 
morial Park Hollywood Hills. 

At Forest Lawn, Los Angeles, Police 
Chief Tom Reddin delivered the princi¬ 
pal address and warned that the "vic¬ 
tories of war can be dissipated in peace 
if . . . the prescriptions of freedom are 
ignored." 

Thousands more participated in par¬ 
ades and lined parade routes not only in 
many communities in Southern Califor¬ 
nia but all over the United States. 

At the Memorial Coliseum in Los An¬ 
geles Eddie Rickenbacker was the prin¬ 
cipal speaker at a Veterans Day program. 
Some of those attending were Brig. Gen. 
W. H. Klenke, USMC, ret.; Maj. Gen. 
Carl Darnell, Deputy Commanding Gen¬ 
eral, 6th Army and Maj. Gen. Glenn 
Ames, Commander of the California Na¬ 
tional Guard. 

There was a "Youth Vigil Candle¬ 
light Service" at the First Congregational 
Church of Los Angeles on Veterans’ Day 
1968—a "pray-in" for our servicemen. 
Although the accent was on youth, the 
families and friends of the servicemen 
as well as all concerned citizens were in¬ 
vited. An authentic replica of the ori¬ 
ginal Liberty Bell was dedicated and 
rung 13 times for the 13 original states. 
The lovely and inspirational ceremony 
closed with a candlelight recessional as 
"America the Beautiful" was played. 


Sgt. Donald Gibson was one of the 
men to whom our September-October, 
1968 issue of "WE CARE" was dedi¬ 
cated. He has returned to the United 
States and is enrolled at Officer’s Candi¬ 
date School in Quantico, Virginia. 


LETTERS FROM VIETNAM . .. 


CHRISTMAS TREE ARRIVES! 

Dear Mothers, 

I received a little Christmas tree in 
the mail today. I guess it came from 
Mrs. Chan’s Room at Lincoln School 
and sweet little Stacie Miller. I think 
the tree and the decorations for it are 
just lovely. I sent my thanks to the whole 
room and many thanks to the MOTHERS 
OF SERVICEMEN for everything. Tell 
Stacie Miller that Happiness is just so 
wonderful and being alive and being 
able to live in a free nation is Happi- 
Sincerely, Joseph H. Strickland 
' (The ornaments were made and the let¬ 
ters were written by elementary school 
children. Camp Fire Girls, Girl Scouts, 
a Sunday School Class, etc. The trees 
were sent by the Mothers.) 

* * * 

WON’T BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
Dearest Moms, 

As I am writing this note to you, my 
little Christmas Tree that you sent me 
is in front of me ail decorated up with 
the ornaments that were enclosed from 
Teresa Henderson. It sure makes a guy 
feel good to know that some people care 
about you and not just themselves. 1 
sure wish I could be heme for the Holi¬ 
days but that’s just out of the question. 
But I’m one Marine who is going to come 
out to South Pasadena and personally 
thank you when I come home. I’m from 
Oregon. 

Merry Christmas, Warren Cummins 
♦ ♦ 

WE TRY OUR BEST 
Dear Ladies, 

I just finished reading that little paper 
of yours. It was awful nice to read about 
home, I mean something that isn’t an 
Army paper. I guess it’s a lot of work 
to bake all those cookies and to send 
them and the Christmas trees and every¬ 
thing. We don’t have very much in the 
way of comfort. We have problems just 
to keep our tanks going. I’ve been at¬ 
tached to a tank for a long time so me 
and the crew are pretty close. They are 
a swell bunch of guys. We read this 
little pink card of yours and we wondered 
if maybe you could send us some of your 
cookies. We all want to say "thanks" 
for being behind us and not cutting us 
down. We try our best. Thank you. 

Patrick F. Gorden, Jr. 
♦ * ♦ 

FELT PROUD 

Dear Mothers of Servicemen, 

I had just gotten off guard duty when 
I noticed your card up on our bulletin 
board. 

I want you to know I felt so proud, so 
complete when I read it. 

I know there are still many, many 
patriotic people in America, but at times 
we can't help but wonder. 


It is amazing how you people back J 
home can increase our morale so much 
by merely letting us know you care. 

I cannot in any way possible describe 
my gratitude towards you ail. I thank 
you, my friends thank you and I know | 
that God thanks you. 

Yours truly, Tom Lopez 
* * * 

LIKES COOKIES 
Dear "Mothers”, 

I received the cookies and literature 
you sent me. I enjoyed them together 
with some of my friends. Thank you for 
being so kind to us people that you don’t 
even know. I think that’s the way all 
mothers are. They net only care about 
their own children but for all children in 
the world. 

Knowing that there are so many won¬ 
derful mothers caring and praying for us 
makes us feel more secure, and makes us 
do our very best here. 

Thank you again. Eliseo Echegaray 


According to Los Angeles Times Staff 
Writer John Randolph, most of the G.I.’s 
were either skeptical of the bombing 
halt or opposed to it. He quotes one 
serviceman as saying, "Why stop the 
bombing.^ Why let Charlie off so he 
can collect all his stuff and come back 
and hit us again? I think it’s the worst 
thing to do—stopping the bombing. Ho 
Chi Minh will just regroup and re¬ 
supply." 


FRUIT CAKES TOO! 

For those of you who didn’t get your 
check lists back in time to let us know 
you would still be in Vietnam this 
Christmas but who sent the check list 
after the trees were mailed, we have a 
special surprise. Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Bridges, 3250 Las Lunas, Pasadena, Cali¬ 
fornia, baked over 50 fruit cakes and 
gave them to MOTHERS OF SERVICE¬ 
MEN to mail to you. 


A special THANKS to our many 
friends who donated their time and 
money so that our CHRISTMAS TREES 
TO VIETNAM would be successful. 


FOR A FREE 
BIBLE STUDY COURSE 
Write to: 

SERVICEMEN’S DIVISION 
PMA, Inc. 

P.O. Box 11186 
Phoenix, Arizona 85017 
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“WE CARE” DEDICATED 

"You'd better believe it!" came the short 
explosive answer to the question of "Did hav¬ 
ing been in Vietnam strengthen your Faith in 
God?" The crisp reply had come from Corporal 
Richard Contreras , a wounded Marine recently 
returned trom Vietnam. 

He continued, "And those chaplains! Man, 
they’re something else. It’s pitch black outside 
when you’re going out on a lire fight at one in 
the morning. It’s raining. Just buckets. But 
there’s the chaplain right out there giving you 
a pat on the back as you go by and saying "God 


Bless you, son.” Now he doesn’t have to be 
there. We know that. But it sure gives you a 
good feeling inside to have him there." 

In a recent article the Chief of Chaplains of 
the U.S. Army praised the current Army chap¬ 
lains. Maj. Gen. Francis L. Sampson said, 
"Chaplains are neither hawks nor doves on the 
war. People sometimes misunderstand and they 
think we must be propagandists. Our only job 
is to ensure that men away from home have the 
right to free exercise and practice of their re¬ 
ligion." 

General Sampson was critical of the report¬ 
ing of the Vietnam conflict. "I don’t quite rec¬ 



WE CARE 

ognize the Vietnam war as I have seen it, in the ‘ 
near caricature of the war portrayed, by and 
large, by the news media," he said. "There 
seems to be a tendency to focus on—instances 
of suffering with the implication that it is 
caused by American troops there. And the me¬ 
dia almost totally ignores that about 10,000 
village chiefs and their families were executed 
by the Viet Cong. Or that presently almost the 
total war effort of the Viet Cong is sending 
rockets into civilian areas.’’ 

Let’s repeat what General Sampson said 
"that about 10,000 village chiefs AND THEIR 
FAMILIES were executed by the Viet Cong." 
Doesn’t it make you wonder what kind of in¬ 
human, diabolical creatures would do some¬ 
thing like that? Yet this is God-less Commu¬ 
nism in action in a way that most people don’t 
like to hear about. These are the forces of evil 
being fought not only on the battlefield but in 
the villages and hamlets throughout that 
stricken country. 

Whether on the front line, aboard a Navy 
ship or in the evacuation hospital, the chap¬ 
lains in Vietnam have been doing an outstand¬ 
ing job. The <}6ep compassion of the chaplains 
ministering the wounded in the combat zone is 
accepted as part of their duty. The comfort ex¬ 
tended the Marine going out in the black of 
night they accept as their responsibility. In 
their quiet way the chaplains of Vietnam have 
helped many young men seek the consolation 
of God in that hectic, confused conflict that is 
still going on. 

So to you CHAPLAINS, the unsung heroes 
of Vietnam, we humbly dedicate this issue of 
We Care because you constantly carry the mes¬ 
sage to our sons—that He cares for them most 
of all. 

Mary Sutherland, editor 
(Mother of an EX-serviceman, 
home from Vietnam) 




‘ THE U)I6E-MEN LEFT TME 
PRESENTS THERE ...GIFTS SO |' 

PRECIOUS AND SOJ^ 

REMEMBER J I 
CAnr 
RfMEASERl 

IT! 


"THE STAR THAT SHONE AT SETHL£HEM| 

STILL SHINES POR US TODAY*" 
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